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Why We Care 

...and the 4,000 teens who lose their lives in 
preventable car crashes every year. 

 
“As we express our gratitude, we must 

never forget that the highest appreciation is 
not to utter words, but to live by them.”  

~ John F. Kennedy 
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“As we express our gratitude, we must never forget 

that the highest appreciation is not to utter words, 

but to live by them.”  

- John F. Kennedy 

New Resources: Videos 
Connecting the 

Resources: a video 

series produced in 

partnership with CHP. 

This three-part series is 

designed to foster an 

emotional connection to our messaging and demonstrate 

how to get involved with distracted driving education and 

prevention. 

 

Itzy’s Story in Spanish: a video 

produced in partnership with CHP. 

Itzy’s family members share her story 

in Spanish to help make a difference 

for California’s Spanish-speaking 

families. 

 

 

Awkward Parents: a reboot of 

the Awkward Parents videos 

for a fresh, funny take on 

parent-teen distracted driving 

conversations. 



Our Reach 

Impact Teen Drivers is proud to partner with Community 

Champions across the country. 

New Resources: Podcasts 
It Won’t Happen to Me: a teen podcast 

produced in partnership with CHP. This 

podcast is a three-episode true story about the 

consequences of reckless and distracted 

driving. 

 

Under Your Influence: a parent podcast 

produced in partnership with the National 

Road Safety Foundation. It consists of  

four episodes with true stories and evidence-

based strategies for parents to help keep their 

teens safer on the road. 

Impact Teen Drivers develops, promotes, and facilitates 

evidence-based education and strategies to save lives and 

reduce injuries and fatalities caused by reckless and 

distracted driving.  

 

 

Our vision is to create a widespread culture shift among 

teens and their influencers where reckless and distracted 

driving are recognized as unacceptable behaviors and 

outside of the social norm. Through consistent and powerful 

education efforts, teens, parents, and community members 

will gain a true understanding of the connection between 

poor decisions and car crashes and good decisions and safer 

roadways—whether as drivers or passengers. We believe 

this change in culture and mindset will significantly reduce 

the number of teens and others injured and killed as the 

result of reckless and distracted driving. 

Mission  

Vision 

Values 
Accountability and stewardship 

Collaboration and inclusiveness 

Flexibility and responsiveness 

Forward thinking leadership 



Distinguished Service Awards 
 

James P. Frantz 
Frantz Law Group, CA 

 
Steve Barrow 

California Coalition for Children’s Safety and Health, CA 
 

Rena Bryant 
Doctors Medical Center, CA 

 
Torine Creppy 

Safe Kids Worldwide, D.C. 
 

Roxanne Dean 
California Casualty, TX 

 
Jacob Gonzalez 

California State University Sacramento, CA 
 

Michelle Hawkins 
California Casualty, WA 

 
Kevin McNichols 

Arizona Department of Public Safety, AZ 
 

Stacey McShane 
Snohomish County Sheriff’s Office, WA  

 
Melanie Taylor 

Puget Sound Regional Fire Authority, WA 
 

Commissioner Amanda Ray 
California Highway Patrol, CA 

 
Sergeant Adam Barresi   

California Highway Patrol, North Sacramento Area Office, CA 
 

Sergeant Brian Pennings  
California Highway Patrol, Central Division, CA 

 
Officer Rodrigo Jimenez 

California Highway Patrol, Baldwin Park Area Office, CA 
 

Officer Thomas Olsen 
California Highway Patrol, Modesto Area Office, CA 

 
Officer Simeon Yarbrough 

California Highway Patrol, South LA Area Office, CA 
 
 
 
 

Sergeant Brian Pennings 
Sergeant 

Brian 

Pennings is in 

his 26th year 

saving lives 

and keeping 

our roads 

safer as a part 

of the 

California 

Highway Patrol. In 2018, Brian was promoted to the rank 

of Sergeant and currently supervises the Public Affairs, 

Community Outreach, Media Relations, and Recruitment 

Unit for the Central Division of the 

CHP. Sergeant Pennings’ decades of 

experience have been instrumental for 

promoting road safety to young drivers 

as a co-facilitator on countless Impact 

Teen Drivers presentations, both 

virtually and in person. His passion for 

service and safety are always on display 

as an Impact Teen Drivers partner, and 

he frequently tells kids, “If you choose a 

career doing what you love, you feel 

like you never work a day in your life.” 

An enforcer of the law, educator, and 

father of three, we are extremely 

grateful for his hand in progressing the 

mission and vision of Impact Teen 

Drivers.  



Sergeant Adam Barresi 
Sergeant Adam Barresi is a 15-

year veteran of the CHP and 

has spent most of his career 

within the Central Valley. In 

2012, he became a Public 

Information Officer (PIO) 

where he says he “was 

introduced to Impact Teen 

Drivers (ITD) and was 

captivated by their messaging 

using evidence-based 

research.” As a PIO, he worked 

closely with his community 

facilitating traffic safety presentations, car seat events, and 

was a member of the Central Division Honor Guard. He 

was promoted into the Office of Community Outreach and 

Media Relations (COMR) at CHP Headquarters, where he 

managed traffic safety curriculums, grants, and the state-

wide Designated Driving Program where he says his field 

experience as a PIO came full circle when he had the 

opportunity to work with ITD once again to reduce traffic 

collisions involving teen drivers. Sergeant Barresi was a Co

-Lead on the California Strategic Highway Safety Plan, a 

member of the California Teen Safe Driving Coalition, and 

is a level II instructor in California Commission on Peace 

Officer Standards and Training (POST). In 2019, he 

returned to the field in the Oakland Area and is currently 

assigned to the North Sacramento Area as a field 

supervisor. Sgt. Barresi’s personal touch and sincere 

interest in the safety of California teen drivers has made 

him an influential champion, and as a former PIO, he is 

always in touch with the needs of field personnel! 

James P. Frantz  
Impact Teen Drivers is 

honored to have Jim as a 

member of its Board of 

Directors. He is tirelessly 

committed to our 

organization’s mission to 

develop, promote, and 

facilitate evidence-based 

education to save lives, 

prevent crashes, and 

ultimately stop the number 

one killer of teens—reckless 

and distracted driving. The 

time and resources Jim 

contributes to Impact Teen Drivers as a board member 

and the work he does professionally evidences his 

compassion, ethics, and dedication to victims of 

unnecessary tragedy in all walks of life.  

James P. Frantz has been 

dedicated to helping clients for 

more than 40 years. Mr. Frantz 

and the Frantz Law Group 

represents plaintiffs in personal 

injury litigation cases throughout 

California and nationwide, with 

offices in San Diego, Los Angeles, 

San Francisco, Sacramento, 

Fresno, Bakersfield, and 

Riverside.  

We are extremely fortunate to have Jim as part of the 

Impact Teen Drivers team. Jim, thank you for 

all that you do!  



Steve Barrow 
Steve Barrow is the Program 

Director of the California 

Coalition for Children’s Safety 

and Health (CCCSH) and is 

also a Co-Chair of the 

California Unintentional 

Injury Prevention Strategic 

Plan Project. Steve has been 

involved at both the state and 

local levels across California 

helping to strengthen existing and emerging childhood 

and teen safety programs and policies since the 1980s. 

During the last nine years, he has been supporting the 

state policy effort as a co-

sponsor along with Impact 

Teen Drivers to provide 

California’s 18, 19, and 20-

year-old first time drivers 

with the benefits of the 

state’s successful GDL 

driver education program. 

His decades of personal 

and professional 

experience in advocating 

for safety are invaluable to 

Impact Teen Drivers. We 

are very grateful for his 

partnership and his efforts 

to keep everyone safe while 

directing policy to do the 

same.  

Officer Simeon Yarbrough 
Officer Simeon Yarbrough is the 

Public Information Officer for the 

South Los Angeles area and has 

been part of CHP for over 23 

years. As both a father and a law 

enforcement officer, he is 

passionate about preventing the 

needless loss of life on our 

roadways through outreach and 

education. This passion has led 

him to be a vital partner for 

Impact Teen Drivers to promote teen safe driving and 

emphasize the role that parents can 

play in their teens’ attitudes and 

behaviors about driving. During the 

pandemic when we pivoted to 

virtual programming, Officer 

Yarbrough co-facilitated several 

Parent Teen Workshops alongside 

an Impact Teen Drivers team 

member. Although it can be difficult 

to fully engage participants via 

webinar, Officer Yarbrough took the 

time to answer questions 

thoroughly and with care. He states, 

“Impact Teen Drivers is getting it 

right by reaching out to teens and 

new drivers with this important 

message.” We are grateful for his 

partnership and that he has been so willing to work 

alongside us through these challenging times.  



Officer Thomas Olsen 
Officer Olsen is the Public 

Information Officer for the 

Modesto Area Office in the 

CHP’s Central Division. A 

seasoned facilitator of the 

Impact Teen Drivers 

program, Officer Olsen has 

been instrumental in 

supporting Impact Teen 

Drivers’ partnership with 

schools across Stanislaus 

County, co-facilitating 

hundreds of school 

presentations and 

community events. He is passionate about motivating 

young people and says, 

“There is no greater 

compliment than to 

hear a student say they 

are going to start 

making better choices 

[as a result of a 

presentation].” He 

shares that he embraces 

every opportunity to 

create a positive 

encounter between law 

enforcement and teens, 

and he is grateful that 

Impact Teen Drivers’ 

program allows him 

these opportunities.  

Rena Bryant 
Rena Bryant is one of our 

champion health 

professionals empowering 

teens and their influencers 

in Northern California. As a 

bedside nurse, Rena saw the 

heartache her community 

endured when someone was 

injured or killed in a car 

crash. Due to these 

experiences and her passion 

for educating, Rena happily 

left floor nursing for the role 

of Injury Prevention Professional and Safe Kids Stanislaus 

Coalition Coordinator at Doctors Medical Center. Though 

Rena is dedicated to many injury-prevention topics, road 

safety is a major focus. Partnering with Impact Teen 

Drivers since 2014, Rena has truly done outstanding work 

facilitating hundreds of Impact Teen Drivers 

presentations in local high 

schools and colleges. Her 

dedication along with her 

approachable and engaging 

presentation style truly display 

her passion for saving lives and 

making our roads safer. Rena 

has been an exceptional partner 

in working to change the driving 

culture, and we are so grateful 

for the work she has done to 

empower young people in her 

community.  



Torine Creppy 
Torine Creppy is the President 

of Safe Kids Worldwide and a 

valued new Impact Teen 

Drivers partner. With more 

than 400 coalitions and 

partnerships in 30 countries, 

Safe Kids Worldwide is the 

leader in childhood injury 

prevention and education. 

Torine has worked with Safe 

Kids for over 20 years and is 

passionate about using 

evidence-based, research-

backed strategies to reduce rates of injury and fatality for 

young people. Torine recognized the alarming number of 

injuries and fatalities caused by novice drivers and has 

brought teen safe driving to the 

forefront of Safe Kids 

Worldwide. She has partnered 

with Impact Teen Drivers to 

facilitate ITD’s programs in a 

pilot effort with local Safe Kids 

chapters in 10 states. Torine’s 

leadership has made, and will 

continue to make, a real 

difference for children and 

families. We appreciate the 

partnership and her expertise in 

developing safer roads and 

bringing this public health crisis 

into the spotlight.  

Officer Rodrigo Jimenez 
Officer Rodrigo Jimenez is the 

Public Information Officer for 

the Baldwin Park Area in 

CHP’s Southern Division. 

Officer Jimenez states that he 

joined CHP due to his desire 

to make a difference in the 

community that he grew up in 

and he has done just that as 

an outstanding partner to 

Impact Teen Drivers for over 

13 years. Throughout the 

pandemic, Officer Jimenez 

was a consistent source of 

positivity, staying motivated and 

eager to assist. He is an invaluable 

asset as a co-presenter on webinars 

in both English and Spanish and is 

someone we can consistently turn 

to in moments of dire need. He is 

passionate about engaging with his 

community and has been 

instrumental in supporting Impact 

Teen Drivers’ efforts to reach 

underserved populations across 

California. We are grateful for his 

partnership and his commitment to 

go above and beyond to make our 

roads safer. 



Commissioner Amanda Ray 
Amanda L. Ray is the 16th 

Commissioner of the 

California Highway Patrol. 

She leads a department of 

more than 11,000 

members, and is a 30-year 

veteran of the 

CHP. Commissioner Ray 

holds firm to the values 

set forth by the CHP’s 

Public Trust Initiative to 

serve and safeguard our 

communities with compassion and understanding.   

Throughout her career, Commissioner Ray has actively 

engaged with the communities she serves. She says, “The 

CHP, along with our traffic safety partners, Impact Teen 

Drivers and the Office of Traffic Safety, has been working 

to make sure every teen driver and passenger gets home 

safely. Any CHP officer will tell you the worst part of their 

job is arriving at the scene of a crash where a young 

person has lost their life to a preventable crash. Officers 

must knock on parents’ doors to tell them they will not see 

their children alive again. We never forget those 

notifications, which is why we are so committed to 

educating teenagers about the responsibilities and 

dangers as they begin their driving careers.” 

Impact Teen Drivers is proud to work with Commissioner 

Ray and the CHP. We are honored that the Commissioner 

has made time to join us today, as she leads the nation’s 

largest state police agency forward to ensure it provides 

the highest level of Safety, Service, and Security to the 

people of California. 

Roxanne Dean 
Roxanne Dean is the 

Assistant Vice President 

for Group Relations & 

Business Development 

at California Casualty, 

one of Impact Teen 

Drivers’ esteemed 

founding partners. As 

early as 2006, Roxanne 

started working with the 

Impact magazine which, 

through much effort, 

later became the nonprofit organization, Impact Teen 

Drivers. She states: “Helping to 

bring Impact to life is one of 

the proudest moments in my 

career [because it] focused on 

making a difference in the lives 

of others.” Roxanne’s work has 

truly made a difference in the 

lives of thousands. With her 

dedication and support, we 

have been able to provide 

grants, workshops, seminars, 

Train the Trainer programs, 

and education awareness 

content to countless 

individuals across the United 

States. She is a vital partner to 

whom we owe so much 

gratitude. 



Jacob Gonzalez 
A lifelong learner and 

community activist, Jacob was 

born in South Sacramento, 

California. While in college he 

worked for the California 

Highway Patrol as a CHP 

Explorer and Civilian Advisor 

assisting law enforcement 

officers in their duties as well as 

volunteering over 1,500 hours 

of community service. Jacob 

began his work in traffic safety when he graduated with a 

degree in Criminal Justice. ITD then hired him as an 

Education Outreach Coordinator. In this role, Jacob 

facilitated over 1,200 teen safe driving presentations, 

helped to establish ITD’s first ever Spanish curricula, 

mentored students, and was recognized by the CHP for 

his efforts. To continue his passion for 

public service, Jacob joined the U.S. Air 

Force - Air National Guard in 2018 and 

works as a Paralegal for the 195th Wing 

of the California Air National Guard, 

Beale Air Force Base, California. Even 

though Jacob has ventured off to serve in 

new ways, he continues to be an asset to 

Impact Teen Drivers, stepping in to work 

with our Spanish speaking partners and 

advocating for our programs. From day 

one, Jacob has been committed to 

serving his community and making a difference, and we 

are so grateful for his continued efforts to change the 

driving culture. 

Thank you to one of our earliest 
partners, The California Highway 
Patrol. We are grateful for your 
support and your choice to serve our 

communities. 



Melanie Taylor 
Melanie Taylor is one of 

Impact Teen Drivers’ 

esteemed partners doing 

fantastic work in the state of 

Washington. Director of 

Public Relations and 

Education at Kent Fire 

Regional Fire Authority, 

Melanie became an advocate 

for safe driving over thirty 

years ago when a loved one’s 

vehicle was hit head-on by an 

impaired driver. Since then, Melanie has lost other loved 

ones to motor vehicle crashes, including her son, and is 

endlessly motivated to create safer roadways and prevent 

future loss for all of us. We are grateful for her 

partnership with Impact Teen Drivers which has led to 

several Train the Trainers 

workshops and has 

empowered community 

champions across the state. 

Melanie shared that she is in 

awe of families that have 

shared their stories of loss 

from distracted driving, and 

appreciates their passion, 

energy, and dedication. She 

says that their choice to share 

such a difficult part of their 

lives has and will continue to 

positively impact so many.  

Michelle Hawkins 
Michelle Hawkins is the Field 

Marketing Manager at 

California Casualty. For several 

years, Michelle has been an 

esteemed partner in the state of 

Washington, championing 

countless connections between 

Impact Teen Drivers and 

community organizations 

across the state. Washington 

State Patrol, Washington Fire 

Champions, Seattle Youth 

Courts, and several local police 

departments are just a few of the excellent relationships 

that Michelle has helped to build. Michelle’s partnership 

and her tireless efforts to 

educate the community 

about teen traffic safety 

have allowed Impact Teen 

Drivers to train over 100 

people to facilitate our 

evidence-based programs. 

Her collaboration has truly 

helped to elevate Impact 

Teen Drivers and our 

mission to stop the number 

one killer of teens, and we 

are endlessly grateful for 

her dedication and support.  



Kevin McNichols 
Sgt. Kevin McNichols is 

our esteemed 

champion doing 

remarkable work in 

Arizona. He retired in 

January of 2018 from 

the Arizona 

Department of Public 

Safety and has been 

volunteering his time 

with Impact Teen 

Drivers ever since. He 

has coordinated five 

Arizona Train the Trainers for 

Impact Teen Drivers, been in 

multiple classrooms and school 

assemblies throughout Arizona, and 

been in front of over 6,500 teens to 

share the importance of making 

good choices every ride. He is 

endlessly dedicated to teen traffic 

safety, and his passion for educating 

teens and their influencers is evident 

in all he does. We appreciate his 

continued support and his 

innovative outreach efforts in 

Arizona.  

Stacey McShane 
Stacey McShane is a  road 

safety partner in the state of 

Washington working to stop 

preventable car crashes and 

make our roadways safer. A 

Safe Kids partner as a Child 

Passenger Safety Technician, 

Stacy has a deep 

understanding of and passion 

for community safety, 

education, and outreach. 

Before becoming the Target 

Zero Manager for Snohomish County Sheriff’s Office, 

Stacey was a 911 dispatcher where she experienced 

firsthand the tragedy that can come when inexperience 

and poor choices behind the wheel 

come together. She now helps 

coordinate local traffic safety efforts 

through the Target Zero program 

which focuses on the goal of 

reducing traffic fatalities in 

Snohomish County to zero by 2030. 

It was this commitment, 

professionalism, and experience that 

positioned her as an excellent 

partner for Impact Teen Drivers. We 

are grateful for her dedication to 

addressing this pervasive public 

health issue and look forward to 

continuing our shared mission of 

saving lives. 


